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it is one lakh yojanas above the sun's rays, it will not
be wrong. The Gayatri mantra says that the Sun's
rays spread from the earth upto the Heavenly abode of
Indra (Svargaloka).

Om bAuA, Om bAuvaA, Om suvah,
Tatsavituh vaienyam bhargah

We may say that the influence of the Sun's
rays even reach upto Satyaloka as seen from Pranava
Mantra.

It is also said that the path of Rahu is 10 thou-
sand Yojanas below that of the sun, that there are the
playgrounds of Yaksas, Raksasas, Pretas, Pisacas and
5hutas below Rahu and that the atmosphere extends
upto that.

Tato, dhastat yaksa raksah pisaca preta bhuta
Gananam viharajiram antariksam yavadvayuh
Pravati Yavan megha upalabhyante"

(Srimad Bhagavatam Canto Y, CA. 24)

It is further said that lower still there is the earth
upto 100 yojanas and strongwinged birds like swans
and vultures are found flying there.
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Tato, dhastac chata yojananantara iyam prthvi

yavadd hamsa bhasa syena suparnadayah patatri
pravara utpatantiti

(Srimad Bhagavatam Canto V. CA. 24)

Since we find the paths of the sun and the moon
swerving to the north and to the south of the equator
of our earth, it will not be right to consider the entire
terrestrial stretch from Jambudvipa to Puskaradvipa
as being uniformly flat. If we take into consideration
the measurements of the Sun's Chariot, the gap be-
tween its course and Rahu's path and the rest, it will
be seen that the rim of the Kalacakra supporting the
Sun's chariot should be one lakh yojanas above the ter-
restrial level c" Puskaradvipa. If the height of the Sun's
chariot is two lakh yojanas, the mid point of the Sun's